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Abstract

The study of traditional restoration to promote Community Based Tourism of
Klong Dan Community, Songkhla Province aims to 1) study the restoration of the local
tradition of Klong Dan community, and 2) study the guidelines to promote cultural
tourism of Klong Dan community. The population and the sample groups/informants
which consisted of 5 community leaders, a community philosopher, and a tourism
organization representative were selected by the Purposive Sampling. In order to study
in-depth information about local traditions and tradition restoration of Klong Dan
community, the Semi-structure Interview form was applied.

The study revealed that local traditions restoration of Klong Dan community is
the restoration of the Khanmhak Pathom tradition which is a tradition that has
disappeared from the community for over 60 years. The restoration process started
when the Department of Cultural Promotion launched a project to encourage people in
the communities to restore the lost traditions of the community by supporting the
budget for the restoration of community local traditions. The community has found
traces of the said tradition that is a local tradition of Klong Dan community with
evidences from old photographs of older people living in the community, hearsay in
accordance with the evidence found Including community philosopher who have
knowledge and wisdom about the rituals of the Khanmhak Pathom tradition. The
Khanmhak Pathom is an ancient tradition that is interesting in both the ritual and the
things used in the ceremony. The reasons for choosing to restore Khanmhak Pathom
tradition are as follows: 1) It is a local tradition that promote Buddhism. 2) It can build
relationship and create unity of people in the community. 3) It is a tradition according to
the story in the Buddhist era, and 4) it is the revival of the ancient style of Bai Sri (a
pedestal tray decorated with banana leave and flowers) of the Klong Dan community. In
addition, the community has two guidelines for using the Khanmhak Pathom tradition to
promote cultural tourism in the Klong Dan community, 1) guideline for cooperation with
government rectors, and 2) working with tourism operators.

Keywords: Khanmak Pathom tradition, Local tradition restoration, Klong Dan community
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